
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
POODLE	
  

General	
  Appearance,	
  Carriage	
  and	
  Condition	
  
That	
  of	
  a	
  very	
  active,	
  gay,	
  intelligent,	
  smart	
  and	
  elegant-­‐looking	
  dog,	
  squarely	
  built,	
  well	
  proportioned	
  carrying	
  himself	
  
proudly.	
  Properly	
  clipped	
  in	
  the	
  traditional	
  fashion	
  and	
  carefully	
  groomed,	
  the	
  Poodle	
  has	
  about	
  him	
  an	
  air	
  of	
  distinction	
  and	
  
dignity	
  peculiar	
  to	
  himself.	
  
	
  
Body:	
  The	
  chest	
  deep,	
  oval	
  and	
  moderately	
  wide	
  with	
  a	
  prominent	
  breast	
  bone.	
  The	
  ribs	
  well	
  sprung.	
  To	
  ensure	
  the	
  desirable	
  
squarely	
  built	
  appearance,	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  the	
  body	
  measured	
  from	
  the	
  breastbone	
  (prosternum)	
  to	
  the	
  pinbone	
  (ischiatic	
  
tuberosity)	
  approximates	
  the	
  height	
  from	
  the	
  highest	
  point	
  at	
  the	
  shoulders	
  to	
  the	
  ground.	
  However,	
  the	
  leg	
  length	
  is	
  55%	
  of	
  
the	
  height	
  of	
  the	
  dog.	
  The	
  back	
  short	
  and	
  strong	
  and	
  very	
  slightly	
  hollowed	
  immediately	
  behind	
  the	
  withers.	
  The	
  loin	
  short,	
  
broad	
  and	
  muscular.	
  Bone	
  in	
  proportion	
  to	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  dog.	
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Head:	
  Slight	
  but	
  definite	
  stop.	
  Cheekbones	
  and	
  muscles	
  flat.	
  	
  Length	
  from	
  occiput	
  to	
  stop	
  about	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  
muzzle.	
  Viewed	
  from	
  the	
  side,	
  the	
  plane	
  of	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  skull	
  should	
  extend	
  parallel	
  to	
  the	
  plane	
  of	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  muzzle.	
  
Muzzle	
  long	
  straight	
  and	
  fine,	
  but	
  strong,	
  without	
  lippiness.	
  Moderate	
  chiseling	
  under	
  the	
  eyes.	
  The	
  chin	
  definite	
  enough	
  to	
  
preclude	
  snipiness.	
  Eyes	
  oval	
  shaped.	
  Ears	
  hanging	
  close	
  to	
  the	
  head	
  set	
  at	
  or	
  slightly	
  below	
  eye	
  level.	
  The	
  ear	
  leather	
  is	
  long,	
  
wide	
  and	
  thickly	
  feathered.	
  Neck:	
  Well	
  proportioned,	
  arched,	
  strong	
  and	
  long	
  enough	
  permitting	
  the	
  head	
  to	
  be	
  carried	
  high	
  
with	
  dignity.	
  Skin	
  snug	
  at	
  the	
  throat.	
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  Front	
  Legs:	
  Forelegs	
  straight,	
  parallel	
  when	
  viewed	
  from	
  the	
  front.	
  When	
  viewed	
  from	
  the	
  side,	
  the	
  whole	
  forelimb	
  assembly	
  
should	
  be	
  placed	
  well	
  back	
  on	
  the	
  body	
  with	
  a	
  perpendicular	
  line	
  falling	
  through	
  the	
  rear	
  point	
  of	
  the	
  scapula,	
  the	
  elbow	
  at	
  the	
  
deepest	
  point	
  of	
  the	
  brisket,	
  and	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  the	
  pastern.	
  The	
  angle	
  of	
  the	
  scapula	
  from	
  the	
  vertical	
  should	
  approach	
  45	
  degrees	
  
and	
  the	
  angle	
  between	
  the	
  scapula	
  and	
  humorous	
  should	
  approximate	
  90	
  degrees.	
  The	
  pasterns	
  are	
  strong.	
  Strong	
  and	
  
smoothly	
  muscled.	
  The	
  shoulder	
  blade	
  (scapula)	
  is	
  well	
  laid	
  back	
  and	
  is	
  about	
  the	
  same	
  length	
  as	
  the	
  forearm	
  (humerous).	
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Rear	
  Legs:	
  	
  Straight	
  and	
  parallel	
  when	
  viewed	
  from	
  the	
  rear.	
  When	
  viewed	
  from	
  the	
  side,	
  muscular	
  with	
  width	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  of	
  
the	
  stifles,	
  which	
  are	
  well	
  bent.	
  Pelvis	
  (set	
  at	
  30	
  degrees	
  from	
  the	
  horizontal)	
  and	
  femur	
  are	
  about	
  equal	
  in	
  length;	
  hock	
  to	
  heel	
  
short	
  and	
  perpendicular	
  to	
  the	
  ground.	
  When	
  standing,	
  the	
  rear	
  toes	
  are	
  only	
  slightly	
  behind	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  the	
  rump.	
  Pinbone	
  
protruding	
  behind	
  and	
  below	
  the	
  set	
  on	
  of	
  tail	
  to	
  give	
  a	
  well	
  defined	
  buttock.	
  The	
  angulation	
  of	
  the	
  hindquarters	
  balances	
  that	
  
of	
  the	
  forequarters.	
  Feet:	
  Rather	
  small	
  and	
  oval	
  in	
  shape.	
  Toes	
  well	
  arched	
  and	
  close	
  with	
  webbing.	
  Pads	
  thick	
  and	
  firm.	
  Nails	
  
short	
  but	
  not	
  excessively	
  short.	
  The	
  front	
  feet	
  may	
  turn	
  out	
  slightly	
  and	
  the	
  rear	
  feet	
  should	
  turn	
  neither	
  in	
  nor	
  out.	
  Tail:	
  Set	
  
on	
  high,	
  carried	
  up,	
  and	
  may	
  be	
  docked.	
  The	
  tail	
  set	
  is	
  distinctly	
  ahead	
  of	
  the	
  pinbone.	
  Never	
  curled	
  nor	
  carried	
  over	
  the	
  back	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
Coat:	
  Any	
  solid	
  color.	
  Curly	
  Poodles:	
  Dense,	
  naturally	
  harsh	
  texture	
  throughout,	
  frizzy	
  or	
  curly.	
  	
  Corded	
  Poodles:	
  All	
  hair	
  
hanging	
  in	
  tight	
  even	
  cords	
  of	
  varying	
  lengths.	
  	
  
Clip:	
  A	
  Poodle	
  under	
  12	
  months	
  may	
  be	
  shown	
  in	
  the	
  “Puppy	
  Clip”.	
  In	
  all	
  regular	
  classes,	
  Poodles	
  12	
  months	
  or	
  over	
  must	
  be	
  
shown	
  in	
  the	
  “English	
  Saddle”	
  or	
  “Continental”	
  Clip.	
  A	
  Poodle	
  shown	
  in	
  competitive	
  classes	
  in	
  any	
  other	
  clip	
  shall	
  be	
  
disqualified.	
  However,	
  the	
  brood	
  Bitch	
  and	
  Stud	
  Dog	
  may	
  be	
  shown	
  in	
  any	
  clip.	
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TOOLS	
  NEEDED:	
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Excerpts	
  from	
  the	
  CKC	
  breed	
  standard	
  	
  


